
 

 

 
5 Common Job Networking Mistakes To Avoid 

 
Knowing the right people and leveraging those relationships responsibly can make your 

job search easier. Listed below are a few networking mistakes to avoid. 
 

1. Not Networking Now. 
➢ Networking is something you should be working on continuously, not just when you 

start your job search. Building your network means building solid relationships, and 
those take time. Start cultivating your network before you need it, which gives you time 
to develop genuine relationships with people. 

2. Not Being Patient. 
➢ Aggressive networking where you expect immediate results can not only be frustrating 

for you, but can be a major turn off for the people in your professional network. Rushing 
your network can also make you appear desperate, another turn off for your contacts. 
Meaningful connections will get you much further in the long run, and patience is key. 
 

3. Not Utilizing Your Network Properly. 
➢ Job networking is not a skill everyone comes by naturally, as it can seem awkward 

talking about your career and job search. Only talking about yourself and how the 
person you’re talking to can help you often don’t work out well. You also don’t want to 
have a conversation with a great contact where you make small talk about nothing 
much at all. All good conversations, like relationships, are about give and take. 
 

4. Not Thanking Your Contacts. 

➢ Always make sure to thank your contacts for their time and resources. End all 
conversations with a note, either handwritten or via email. You never want your 
contacts to feel you don’t value them. Leaving a networking contact with a negative 
impression can cause you to lose that person and may cause ripple effects if he/she tells 
others about you. 

5. Not Returning The Favor. 
➢ Networking should never be a one-way street. Always be prepared to give back to you 

professional networking connections. Helping others in your network will make it more 
likely for people to remember you – and want to help you in return. Remember that at 
its core, networking is a give and take.  
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