
 

 

 
5 Tips For Delivering A Great Elevator Pitch 

 
An effective elevator pitch could be the difference between a new connection and a lost 

opportunity. Here are a few guidelines to keep in mind when drafting your pitch. 
 

1. Capture The Person’s Attention. 
➢ Answer the question: Who are you? Introduce yourself and note your credentials such 

as your major, degree, or a specialized certification. If possible, reference something 
that distinguishes you from your peers, such as technical training or a license earned 
related to your profession. If you happen to know you went to the same college or 
worked at the same firm as the individual, mention it at the beginning of your pitch. 

2. Note Your Career Or Business Experience And Goals. 
➢ Answer the question: What do you/does your business do? When people understand 

your role and goals, they are in a better position to help you or possibly connect you to 
someone who can. Highlight what you can do for your listener, the value you can deliver 
in the role, or the problems you can solve. Also emphasize your interest in the field. 
 

3. Point To Qualifications. 
➢ Now is the time to share information about some combination of your leadership, 

experience, achievements, expertise, skills, and strengths. Answer the questions: What 
makes you qualified to do your job/run your business and how long have you been 
doing it? If you are affiliated with industry organizations, mention it to your listener. 
 

4. Highlight Unique Qualities. 

➢ After establishing your background and goals, you’ll want to point to any qualities, 
experiences, or achievements that make you stand out. Consider what special niche or 
extensive knowledge you can share with your contact that will set you apart from the 
rest. Volunteer work you’ve done related to your profession would be good to mention. 

5. Ask A Question. 
➢ As you close your elevator pitch, make sure to ask an open-ended question that allows 

the individual to answer. You can say something like, “If you have some time, I would 
really like to meet with you in person to hear more about your organization and any 
opportunities.” Be sure to ask for a business card or email address so you can follow up. 
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